[Biodiversity of nematode fauna].
Estimation data show that the nematodes are one of the most numerous and diverse phyllum of animals on earth. The number of nematode species is estimated as 26,646 including 15,965 parasitic species. Some new species of parasites are still recorded. For example in 2004 a new whipworm, Trichuris feliui, Trichuridae from Talpa europea was described. According to nowadays data (May, 2005) the number of nematode species parasitizing in animals in Europe is 1431 and in Poland 448 respectively. Most of them belong to the classis Secernetea and the orders Spirurida and Strongylida. The family Capillariidae is the most numerous within the classis Adenophorea. Diversity of nematodes can be characterized by morphological variety as well as differences concerning their biology, ecology and species heterogeneity.